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Kanawha 
students are 
back in the 
classroom

Kanawha is 
Gold

On Saturday's update of the WV metrics map, Kanawha County was declared gold. This 
gold color change lets the students of Kanawha county come inside the school building 
for the first time since March. Students with the last names A-L will be attending in-
person classes Monday and Tuesday while students with the last names M-Z will attend 
in-person classes on Thursday and Friday. All students will be eLearning on Wednesday 
if they chose the in-person option. All students that selected eLearning no matter what 
the map metric says should still follow their last name groups unless otherwise told by 
their teachers. All students should continue to log into Schoology on time and follow all 
instructions given by the teachers. Remember to keep your iPads charged and ready to 
work! We are excited to have you back into the building! Please be sure to refresh on 
the hallway directional maps and COVID 19 procedures for our school! 

In this issue:
•  Update on the Breonna Taylor case
• *Water on Mars
• COVID and Education



this 
week's 
Breaking 
News

Updates on the 
Breonna taylor 
Case

Which is also what the neighbors 
stated
when they were interviewed about 
the case later on. However, 
Walker’s bullet struck officer 
Mattingly in the leg, so they 
returned fire and emptied 20 rounds 
into the apartment. Multiple bullets 
hit Taylor, finally resulting in her 
death at approximately 12:48.

 Then, after throughly searching the 
apartment and arresting Walker, no 
drugs were found anywhere in the 
building. It was then believed, that 
the officers had the wrong 
apartment address because neither 
Taylor nor Walker had any form of 
substance  abuse on record. 

The three officers were put on leave until the investigation 
was
closed, but Hankison was later fired from the Louisville 
Police Department for blindly
firing 10 rounds into the apartment. Hankison, was then put 
on trial for three counts of
“wanton endangerment in the first degree,” where he 
pleaded not guilty due to the fact
that Walker shot first after they supposedly knocked. Even 
though the next-door
neighbors and Walker himself said that they didn’t hear a 
thing. “It’s a classic case of
he said, she said, but the difference is that there is a death 
involved,” said Olivia Burke.
Along with “there are so many flaws and potholes in the 
story that needs to be filled in
before it’s even possible to tell who’s telling the truth, and 
who isn’t.” The results are
still pending in Hankinson’s case, but Sgt. Jonathan 
Mattingly and Detective Myles
Cosgrove still remain on the force today.

By Morgan Hartwell

 On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor, an 
emergency room technician, was fatally shot
by police in her Louisville apartment. At 
12:40 am, police decided to carry out a “no-
knock search warrant,” approved by Judge 
Mary Shaw, on Taylor’s apartment as part
of an ongoing narcotics investigation. While 
raiding the apartment, Taylor’s boyfriend,
Kenneth Walker, shot at the three police 
officers, Johnathan Mattingly, Myles 
Cosgrove, and Brett Hankison, thinking that 
they were “intruders” because he didn’t hear 
them knock, or call out that they were the 
police. 

Excepteur sint occaecat 
cupidatat non proident
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The lakes are spread over about 75,000 
square kilometers, the largest, central 
lake measures 30 kilometers across, and 
is surround by 3 smaller lakes, each a 
few kilometers wide. The lakes are 
sought out to be salt water.

 On Mars the low pressure that happens 
because of the planets lack of a 
substantial atmosphere makes liquid 
water impossible. Although, scientists 
have had high hope that there were to be 
water underneath the surface. Possibly 
the planet had seas and lakes billions of
years ago. If such a thing ever exist, they 
could be potential habitats for Martian 
life. On Earth, life is able to survive in 
subglacial lakes in places such as 
Antarctica.
There’s a debate on if there could 
potentially be life in these salty lakes. 
Researchers say that there’s little life in 
the lakes of Antarctica. With more data 
coming out, researchers will have that 
answer, but not everyone is convinced 
that the identified regions are liquid 
water.
 

Water found on 
Mars
Planetary scientists reported the discovery of a large saltwater 
lake under the ice at Mars South Pole, this was two years ago. 
Scientists were skeptical but also were excited. The researchers 
have confirmed that the presence of that lake and three more.
Reported on 28 September in nature astronomy was made 
using radar data from the European Space Agency’s Mars 
orbiting spacecraft, called Mars Express. This would be the first 
body of liquid water ever seen on the red planet, and a possible 
habitat for life. However, the finding was based on just 29 
observations, these observations were made from 2012 to 
2015. Many researchers said they needed more evidence to 
support the claim. They used a radar instrument on Mars 
Express called the Mars Advanced Radar for Subsurface and 
Ionosphere Sounding to prove the planet's southern polar 
region. 
 MARSIS sends out radio waved that bounce off layers of 
material in the surface and subsurface of the planet.
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Share with 
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Breaking 
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Covid and 
Education
COVID-19 has greatly changed our 
every day lives which includes our 
education system. I had the chance to sit 
down and interview a local Marriage and 
Family Therapist about the affects she 
has seen on students and parents. Dr. 
Marilyn Cassis, PhD, has been in private 
practice in Charleston West Virginia for 
over 30 years. When asked how COVID-
19 has affected students academically, 
socially, and emotionally Dr. Cassis 
referred to the four stages that we go 
through after a disaster or tragic event. 
These four stages are the crisis, the 
reentry, the recovery, and the new 
normal. She states that the students 
have been affected differently by all of 
these different levels. When schools shut 
down, learning stopped and many 
students fell behind, were stressed about 
learning from home, and were depressed 
because of the drastic changes with 
friends and teachers that they relied on 
for emotional support. 

 For some, there was also a risk for 
abuse, neglect, and starvation. Students 
did not get to experience events like 
graduation, prom, and the end of the 
year sporting and academic events, 
which left them with a sense of loss or 
unfulfillment. Dr. Cassis states, “Many 
young people have reported to me that 
they are so glad to be back in school and 
involved in activities and they were 
surprised at how much they missed 
school because they recognize that it is 
more than just a place to go to learn.”  

Do you have a stroy that you want 
us to cover in our next issue? Reach 
out to us! We would love to hear 
from you! 
You can contact our Journalism 
teacher Ms. Bailey at 
jjbailey@mail.kana.k12.wv.us or 
through Schoology!

Be sure to follow us on Instagram or 
Snapchat for more Dragon Days 
content! 

She feels that students are losing 
interest in learning, are bored, and 
believe they are doing a lot of busy 
work. As a therapist she sees 
students are lacking maturity and 
growth, they’re not learning how to 
connect with others, and losing 
communication and interpersonal 
skills. She’s heartbroken when she 
sees students who are anxious, 
depressed, lonely, and confused. She 
also added the fact that social 
scientist researchers are very 
concerned that we are not going to 
know what the “new normal” is going 
to be like because of all the 
adjustments young people will have to 
make over the next four years 
because of Covid.
 Dr. Cassis sees that COVID-19  
has not only affected students, but it 
has also affected their parents in 
multiple ways. Many parents are 
overwhelmed and struggling with 
multiple roles of being parent, teacher, 
coach, technical expert, and 
babysitter and they are sad and feel 
helpless in supporting their children. 
Parents with children who have 
compromised immune systems and 
other medical issues are worried and 
concerned about keeping their 
children safe, and parents with 
children who have special needs or 
other learning disabilities are feeling 
frustrated because they don’t have 
the help they rely on from education 
specialists. Dr. Cassis states, “The 
biggest complaint I hear is that it is 
really difficult to keep my child 
occupied and off of the computer 
screens while at the same time using 
virtual tools to teach and keep their 
child learning.” When everyone in the 
family is feeling overwhelmed and 
stressed, it also causes problems in 
marriages and the task of managing 
their “normal” lives. The financial 
struggle of parents has increased due 
to the risk of job loss, expenses at 
home increasing for food, utilities, 
masks, and child care costs. There 
are also increased costs for school 
supplies including computers, printer 
paper, and faster internet services 
due to online school. News

The current thought on everybody’s 
mind is do we get to go back to in 
person this week? When asked 
about returning to in person school, 
Dr. Cassis knows that the risks are 
increased for students, their 
families, and school staff however, 
it is vitally important to understand 
that the ultimate goal is to get back 
to in class learning as soon as 
possible and safely. It will provide 
increased learning, interaction, 
safety, emotional needs, and will 
rebuild a sense of community for all 
students. Blended school allows for 
the recovery stage to start to take 
place. It will allow students to 
reconnect to the school community 
and have access to learning with 
teachers. Virtual learning has many 
drawbacks if the home is not 
capable of meeting technological 
needs, lacks structure, and adult 
supervision. She states that the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
“has clearly said that for physical, 
emotional and academic welfare, 
children need to be in class and in 
schools where services are 
provided to meet the needs of the 
children, the parents, and the 
community.” She feels it is 
important for students to be in 
person and getting all their needs 
met unless there is a medical 
condition that puts them at higher 
risk. 
 As a mental health provider,  
Dr. Cassis is concerned that it is 
unsafe for children to remain 
isolated and detached from their 
normative structure and interaction 
with others. She states, “it is 
absolutely imperative for all of us to 
gain a new sense of normal in a 
post-Covid world.” She also 
believes the only way that we 
recover and decrease isolation, 
anxiety, and depression is to 
reintegrate into a school system 
that allows teachers and staff to do 
their jobs in a face-to-face 
educational environment. School 
plays an important part in students’ 
educational achievement, physical, 
social, and emotional health, and 
overall well-being. 
By: Aaron Anderson


